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A White Paper for Regional Economic Development

to the Honorable Eliot Spitzer, Governor of New York State

prepared by the Amherst Chamber of Commerce 
The Amherst Chamber of Commerce, its executive leadership, board of directors and members are honored to present to Governor Eliot Spitzer, Empire State Development Co-Chair Daniel Gunderson and the Governor’s economic development team observations and recommendations regarding our collective efforts to revitalize the Buffalo Niagara region’s economy.

We all know that the impediments to economic development in the Buffalo Niagara region and Upstate New York include the high cost of doing business, including taxes, regulations and unfunded state mandates.  The Amherst Chamber of Commerce has joined dozens of various business groups and organizations throughout New York State in the Unshackle Upstate initiative.  

We commend Governor Spitzer and legislative leaders for their efforts to reduce the cost of Workers Compensation, but much more needs to be done with the Unshackle Upstate agenda, including the continued efforts to revamp the antiquated Wicks Law, reducing the burden of the cost of Medicaid on local governments and workplace liability (the “Scaffold Law”).
At the same time, there are many opportunities for state government to play a critical leadership role in revitalizing the Buffalo Niagara region economy.

Enhancing opportunities with the University at Buffalo – the region’s largest public institution is vastly underutilized and a better communications process is needed between the University and the business community.  Currently, there is a vast disconnect between businesses, the community and UB that needs to be fixed so that all parties can mutually benefit from the enormous economic power that UB possesses.
Brownfield Development – the largest single impediment to brownfield development is simply liability to the developer.  Without a legal waiver or shield, brownfields will continue to lay dormant.  Reasonable incentives to “level the playing field” must also be maintained.  Securing this will lead to shovel ready sites to lure new private sector investment in our region which is so urgently needed.
Comprehensive Energy Policy – New Yorkers pay among the highest energy costs in the nation.  New York State needs a comprehensive energy policy to address disparate energy issues, including the utilization and best use of low cost hydropower, generation and transmission, alternative fuels and conservation.

Continued investment in the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus – while manufacturing remains a critical component of the economy, opportunities in the life sciences, nanotechnology and biotechnology are achievable given the success to date of the Buffalo Niagara Medical Campus.  Continued investment by New York State and the federal government will lead to greater private sector investment, new and better paying jobs and best of all a diversification of the regional economy as the manufacturing sector continues to be both negatively and positively impacted by the global economy and emerging technologies.
Sustainability – while economic growth and development are critical to revitalizing the local economy there needs to be a balance as far as development impacts land use, quality of life and the environment.  The Amherst Chamber of Commerce is partnering with our local government and the community in Sustainable Amherst, an initiative that is focusing on developing public policy recommendations that will spur economic development while balancing its impact on the environment, quality of life and land use.  As such the Amherst Chamber of Commerce recently endorsed the Erie-Niagara Regional Framework for Regional Growth.  The Framework is a collaboration reviewing a wide range of policies, strategies and partnerships to increase efficiency improve livability, promote economic vitality and conserve sensitive and cultural resources.  Sustainability is a key aspect of economic development.
On behalf of the Amherst Chamber of Commerce, its executive leadership, board of directors and members we are very grateful for the opportunity to present our observations and recommendations to Governor Spitzer, Chairman Gunderson and the Governor’s economic development team.
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